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The Effects of Fast Reading
Instruction with Time-Constraints(3)
by
Tatsuya Nonaka
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JAPANESE NAMES AND AMERICAN NAMES

1 am an American teaching I‘Sngluh at a language school in Tokyo
and I have much difficulty with the names of my students. Why is this?
First of all Japanese names have many similar sounds. For example. I
often confuse Mr. Akamatsu with Mr. Akasawa, because they both have
the sound, "aka." [ confuse Mr. Matsushita with Mr. Matsumoto because
both have “matsu” in them. I confuse Mr. Kawakita with Mr. Kawamura
because of "kawa." In the classroom I have had four students all with the
same sound in their name.

MacArthur and

American names also have similar sounds

MacKeever both have the sound, "mac." Steinberg and Steinmetz both
have the sound "stein* Fitzwater and Fitzgerald both have "fitz" in them.
Fortunately, however, in America, seldom are there two students with the
same sound in their name, in the same class.

The second reason why I have trouble with Japanese names is that [
don't know what the sounds mean. Students have told me that they can
remember people's names because they know the Chinese characters for
the name and their meanings. Thus for a Japanese, there are two ways
to remember a person's name. One is by the characters used and the
other is by the meanings of those characters. I don't know if people
remember the characters of a name and then the meaning or the meaning
first and then the characters or if they remember them together. I don't
know the characters for students’ names and therefore I don't know their
meanings.

I can remember the names of students in America because I associate

a name with a racial group or country. For example, MacLane is of
Scottish ancestry, Williams is English, Dupont is French, Mennotti is
Italian and Bloom is Jewish. It's easier to remember a name if you can
remember something together with the name. I try to remember a
country together with the name. In an American classroom there will be
names from all parts of Europe and even Asia. In a Japanese classroom [
can't tell if a name is from Hokkaido or from Kyushu.

A third reason why I have difficulty remembering Japanese names
is that there are no distinctly accented syllables in Japanese names. My
last name is Sagawa and in Japan all three syllables receive equal stress
The first time | went to a bank in Japan [ was waiting for them to call my
name. They called, "Sagawa-san, Sagawa-san.,” but it didn't sound like
my name. You see, in America, my name is "Sagawa” and I myself
pronounce my name Sa-ga~*wa. It is a three-syllable name and so the
accent is on the second syllable.

For American names with three syllables, the first syllable is stressed
sometimes, for other names the second syllable is stressed. For names
with four syllables, the third syllable is stressed. It seems easier to
remember a name with a stressed syllable. Don't you think it's more
musical and therefore easier to remember?

At any rate, remembering students' names i8 a difficult problem for
me. These are some of my reasons. However, one of my students said,

"Mr. Sagawa, your problem is a bad memory."
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Comprehension Test

(1) BEXNAAO KA BITZIC S WE ORI ?

a. HAAO#HFMEERL THALLD

b. THhRV, THFOREEIUL K SRR ND

c. WAEIILEA. EH B h 7 BIKFIE DG BRI
(2) FEST 2D HADYNIE D E O EI LB ?

a. fc&ziEmack Lo IFAKETL, BYITES>TWLWEND
b. SteinbergA:Steinmetzh it A XN v 7 Thhrbnb
1207 5 ACUUP &K S FFTD AL T L/ IZ0 5

C.
(3) HAAD#AIBIFEL LS WH O INE?
a. FARMPEZDHES Ohbhbiuhb
b. FARIOWE O ERSHNBILWN D
c. HHIOBE L EZOERL b LRV
(4) NAAREDEISIC LTHRERIFZLLEEHIELTHLD
»n?
a. MyraBIEL THLEDEREBIEZ S
b. BHAEONATHLEFHEIIEXD
c. BT EEDOEREBMEST TIHELTCNDHEOL
(5) WHEMNT AV W TEAEDRAERIIEZLD 2 VX ?
a. IRERCIHEMBES L THELS
b. a—wa oy M HHELT Y TIPS TEELD
c. EDr5AZVErbo LEicBIELD
(6) NHAADFFIEFBIEZIC W ORIk ?
a. FRNCIE > X0 LT 7y b0 E
b. | EAJ ER LA kb*"y’ﬂ?’;td)é')ﬂ »H
C. TAVIANE RS T 7Y FTRFETINE
(7) #MITTHHDOFRHMFENR TS DI, uf%<‘xirb?'m\tmv>

7o PR ?

a. [ HH7EA) E &AL ZOFTYERIND

b. 2RI b

c. AT MR D

TAYVBADHROT 7 v bOEE X ?
ARYARY: B LY Tl i

(8)

a.
b. 3 i ﬁﬁm,.?%ﬂ:% 1E2 ﬁﬁfrﬁu§<
c. JODFETIRE 2 28 3 FENICF <

(9) &’)Thb.ﬁ%«:k#ﬂiz%’?&f;%&"&&ﬂi X TS, ?
a. 4’151!1‘7)?%fk%mﬁ’%’&iibbk—ﬁx_’cfb%’)
b. ﬁﬁk_rav‘/h&fﬁ‘b\t% T LThHH

c. Jt(&m’zkr) S & AL TLHD
10 #Hx FO5HI? &i%é: RERNAAOKFIRIBEZ HRL
WD EA I B ?

a. nufaf)ﬁ‘.';@l«\n\5>
b. FRMARFHICKT DN
0 NADFEN AT LTtz s
VT vy I RE— K AUOEY (530:) %60  EERE . G )i
(w/min) TR I - 1B (B B0 10 7




