201

bbb bgoobobobouoon
oooobobog

googoodad

cooooooooo

The historical changes in the treatment of people with mental disorders in Japan
—Focusing on the legal system—

YAYOI FUIJINO

Niigata Seiryo University
Department of Nursing

Abstract

This study focuses on historical changes in Japanese law regarding people with mental disorders and clarifies how
these changes have effected their treatment.
The first law to deal with them was established as the Law to Control the Mentally Subnormal in 1900. It was
changed to the Mental Hygiene Law and later amended to the Mental Health Law. Finally the Law related to
Mental Health and Welfare of the Persons with Mental Disorders was enacted. The changes in the law have
reflected the history of the treatment of people with mental disorders.
In this study we reveal the background of these amendments, any revisions in the treatment of patients due to the
amendments, and problems related to these changes by investigating pertinent documents in this area.
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