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Observation, Evaluation and Judgment in Psychiatric Nursing

Examination of court verdicts involving patient suicide
in psychiatric hospitals and wards

MAMORU NAITO

NIIGATA SEIRYO UNIVERSITY
DEPARTMENT OF NURSINGS

Abstract

This study analyzes the understanding and judgment of physicians and nurses in cases of
patient suicide through investigation of court verdicts involving patient suicide and attempted
suicide in psychiatric hospitals and wards and corresponding court decisions regarding the feelings
and behavior of patients. The courts judge the possibility of whether physicians and nurses can
foresee patient suicide from the standpoint of legal responsibility. Medical practitioners are required
to take stringent measures to prevent suicide in the event that the court decides that there is a
danger of such. However, physicians and nurses judge patient feelings and behavior for the
purpose of providing treatment or nursing, and there are variations in the judgments of different
people. The study provided food for thought regarding the view of physicians and nurses toward
patient suicide and reaffirmed the importance of accurately evaluating and judging patient
condition.
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