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A Study of Word Pairs, Phrases and Related Expressions in Middle English Prose

Shigehiro Aoki
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The use of repetitive word pairs, or binomials, of the type joy and bliss, strong and mighty, is a well-
known stylistic feature of medieval prose in English as well as in other languages.
O Koskenniemi 1983, p.770
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The acoustic, structural and semantic functions of repetitive word pairs vary with the literary
genre, with the writer’'s style and with the quality of the vocabulary at work; furthermore,
between verse and prose word pairs display subtle differences in various aspects of their use.

O Kikuchi, p.130
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The Cloud of Unknowing(J Cloud [J

The Book of Privy CounsellingC) PC [
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The Book of Margery KempeD Margery [
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Some word combinations relating to mystical experiences are almost uniquely employed in
The Book of Margery Kempe. An example is the noun dalyawns, which appears in the meaning
‘ spiritual dialogue with God' and often forms a word pair with such near-synonyms as speech

and communicacyon ; . . .00 p.2160]
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165-166 the comoun doctrine and counsel of Holi Chirche
1957-1958 the comoun doctrine and the counsel of Holy Chirche
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Julian 6/6 the grace of God and teeching of holie church
Sacramento 167vL5-7 to trewe bileue & to the doctrine of holy chirche
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670-671 gilty and combrid with any soche synnes’
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The rhetorical types of repetition . . . also provide balance and rhythm: ... 00 p.1340

Balanced words, phrases, and sentences; antithesis, pairs and series — all mingle freely in
various combinations to achieve rhythmic balance with enough variation to relieve monotony.
0 p.1350
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