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“The Community” as a Desirable Form of Local Social Organization
: From the Perspective of Cleaning Up the “Negative Legacies” of the Past
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Abstract

By examining the leading studies on the ideal forms of local social organization published since
1945, the author demonstrates that a concept of “community” unique to Japanese society has been
introduced. “Desirable forms of local social organization” are distinct from the chonaikai that
continued the “negative legacies” of the wartime cooperatives and the outdated pre-modern
organization. To solve various problems in contemporary society, a positive model of local social
organization is presented. The community in modern Japanese society is “a desirable form of local
social organization.” However, when residents with universal values and attitudes do not become
actively engaged, a community can turn into an “undesirable form of local social organization” that
deprives people of their personal freedom. Communities can be formed and maintained only
within the context of a constant tension with the negative legacies left by older forms of the
chonaikai. A thorough examination and study of “communities” as desirable forms of local
organization must be conducted in today’s context by focusing on for whom, how, and in what way
they should be organized.
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