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How the Legend of “Yamata-no-Orochi” is Rewritten for Primary-
School Japanese Language-Education Textbooks

Rumi Harada
NIIGATA SEIRYO UNIVERSITY DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL WELFARE AND PSYCHOLOGY
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Abstract

A recently-published textbook for teaching Japanese in Japanese elementary schools contains
the myth of the "Conquest of Yamata-no-Orochi" as retold by Ryo Kisaka, based on the classical
myth in the Kojiki. The present paper compares this retelling with other versions found in picture
books for children as well as with the original Kojik7 version, in order to elucidate the elements
designed to make it more interesting to elementary-school-age children. First, it was found that the
Kisaka version begins in a way that disconnects the narrative almost completely from the contents
of the section immediately preceding it, thereby facilitating the enjoyment of an independent story.
Also for this purpose, a description of the offering of the Kusanagi Sword to the goddess
Amaterasu-O-Mikami is entirely omitted. Furthermore, there is a blurring of the distinction
between the high status of Susano-no-Mikoto (who descends from the heavenly realms called
Takama-no-Hara), and the lower one of Ashinazuchi (who merely dwells upon the earth). Other
elements include the omission of graphic details involved in the conquest of Yamata-no-Orochi,
simplifying and softening the effect for children. Overall, the adaptations in the retelling therefore
made the myth more accessible and enjoyable for young readers, while nevertheless remaining
faithful to the original Kojiki version.

Key words
retold stories, Japanese-language education in elementary school, traditional linguistic
culture, Japanese mythology, Yamata-no-Orochi
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