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Various Retellings of a Japanese Tale Found in
Traditional Linguistic Culture
‘The Inaba no Shiro Usagi in Elementary-School Japanese-Language Education Textbooks
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Abstract

The present paper compared versions of the Japanese tale Inaba no Shiro Usagi, as retold in the
elementary-school Japanese-language education textbooks of three publishers (Mitsu-mura,

Kyoiku-shuppan and Sansei-do), published in accordance with the New Course of Study. The
following characteristics were seen in these retellings of the traditional story:

The Mitsu-mura version revolves around the traditional main character, called O-kuni-nushi.
Careful portrayals of the personalities and motivations of various characters in the story permit
readers to understand and identify with these characters. In the Kyoiku-shuppan version, the main
character becomes the rabbit in the story. Simple character portrayals in this version allow the
reader to enjoy its traditional “fairy-tale feeling.” The Sansei-do version presents the development
of the narrative in clear temporal sequence, and hence would therefore likely be comprehensible
even to younger listeners and readers. The rabbit is again the central character.

In spite of each of the above purporting to be simple retellings of the traditional Kojiki tale, it is
clear that each of these representations of the original story possesses its own unique narrative
characteristics.

Key words

traditional linguistic culture, retold stories, Inaba-no-shiro-usagi, Japanese language in
elementary school, Course of Study
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