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Five Types of English Word Pairs and their Semantic Change

Shigehiro Aoki
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1. Synonymous or nearly-synonymous
2. Metonymic (associated by contiguity of meaning)

3. Complementary or antonymous 2
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arts and crafts
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Art originally shared many of its meanings with cza/7 . . . ; however, by the 17th cent. the
association of a7 with creative or imaginative skill . . . rather than technical ability tended to

result in less semantic overlap between the two words. (OZD Online sv. “art,n'”)
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free and easy
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Originally: free from physical obstruction or hindrance; unrestricted. Later more usually:

unconstrained, natural, unaffected; informal, relaxed, easy-going; (also with negative connotation)
careless, slipshod; morally lax, permissive.
(OED Online s~. “free and easy, ad/, adv., and 2., A. adi’” THR3EEH,)
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milk-and-water
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T 1. The colour of milk and water; a bluish white colour. Freq. in extended use: a kind of cloth of
this colour. Obs.
2. 7g. Something feeble, insipid, or mawkish (esp. applied to discourse, thought, sentiment, etc.).
(OED Online, s~v. “milk-and-water, #. and adf,, A.n." & V) .—#% Pikeo)
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The Book of Margery Kempe. Lynn Staley, ed. http://dlib.rochester.edu/teams/publication/staley-the-book-
of-margery-kempe

The Cloud of Unknowing. Patrick J. Gallacher, ed. http://dlib.rochester.edu/teams/publication/gallacher-the-
cloud-of-unknowing

The Scale of Perfection. Thomas H. Bestul, ed. http://dlib.rochester.edu/teams/publication/bestul-hilton-scale-
of-perfection

The Shewings of Julian of Norwich. Georgia Ronan Crampton, ed. http://dlib.rochester. edu/teams/publication/

crampton-shewings-of-julian-norwich
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