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Abstract

A survey of public health nurses representing municipal health and hygiene departments was conducted. The
purpose of the survey was to clearly define the current state of preparedness regarding disaster—related health
operations in municipalities and possible related factors. 3 survey items covering organization preparedness were
disasterrelated health operation manuals, disaster response training, and workshops on disaster-related health
operations. 5 survey items covering possible related factors were population size, actual experience of disasters,
whether or not victims from neighboring prefectures were received, whether or not disaster-related training
was implemented by the public health centers concerned, and whether or not supervising health nurses were
deployed. As a result, 9% of municipalities had prepared manuals, and 50% had created their own original
manuals. Regarding disaster response training, the crisis management department of many municipalities had
implemented yearly training across all departments, with 25% implementing public health nurse training. As for
workshops, approximately 4% implemented firstresponse training. Regarding preparedness and possible related
factors, cross-departmental disaster response training and actual experience of disasters were found to be related.
In times of crisis, a need for cross-departmental cooperation and comprehensive coordination may be suggested,
such as linking with the organization's crisis management department.
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