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Abstract

The study aims to elucidate the awareness of nursery teachers in the settings of early childhood education,
regarding their perception of professionalism and their efforts to improve such professionalism. Focus group
interviews were conducted with three mid- to late mid-career nursery teachers who were highly aware of their
professionalism as caregivers. The verbatim transcripts of the interviews were analyzed using the Steps for
Coding and Theorization.

Results indicated that each nursery teacher had a different view of expertise in their field. In addition, their
professionalism involved their sense of humanity, that is, previous experiences and attitude toward life. The
findings suggest that issues and uncertainties in nursing practice can be resolved through self-creation and self-
solving.

To improve professionalism, it should be noted that the learning methods of nursery teachers are different and
diverse from one another, and learning occurs through the early childhood education and care culture that
connects the individual issues of workers. Furthermore, constructing an organic training method that considers
the characteristics of nursery teachers and their self-development, using flexible thought processes in response to
individual learning methods, is necessary.

Key words
early childhood education and care, nursery teachers, professionals, capacity building, focus group interview
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