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Abstract

"Oshaka-sama dokoni oideni naruno" was published in 1975 by “Kodomo no Kuni’, a monthly
picture book publication.

This picture book was produced in connection with the Nirvana Festival on February 15th, and
tells the story of a rabbit searching for the whereabouts of the dead Buddha, who feels Buddha
wherever he goes.

While the images of the Buddha in the picture book are based on the Buddhist philosophy
of "dharma-kaya" and 'rupa-kdya," they differ in some respects from the Buddha's teachings as
recorded in the Buddhist scriptures.

In the commentary to the picture book, it is stated that Buddha's last words were "My body may
die, but I will always be with you.”

The reason for creating a picture book on the theme of feeling Buddha's presence with you
can be attributed to the influence of a man named Takeichi Yaso-o with whom the author, Sekiya
Miyoshi, and "Kodomo no Kuni" editor-in-chief, Tan Yasui, had been in contact.

Takeichi, who had produced many Christian picture books in “Kodomo no Sekai” (monthly
picture books published by Shiko-Sha company Ltd), was a man who tried to express "the world of
feeling" in his picture books, and it was this concept that gave birth to a picture book on the theme
of feeling Buddha.

Key words

Buddhist Picture Book, religious representation, Christian Picture Book,
The World of Feeling, Monthly Picture Book
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